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been classified into two kinds, viz. the Continental including
Switzerland, the German Empire and the German Republic,
and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the Anglo-Saxon
including the United States of America, the Dominion of
Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, and the Union of
South Africa, This classification has been made for pur-
poses of convenience only* The history of South Africa,
though that dominion is not a federation in the strict sense
of the word has also been included as it throws great light
on the principles of federalism.
(i)   History of tlie Swiss Federation*
Switzerland, one of the smallest* countries in Europe,
is chiefly mountainous. It is surrounded on all sides by the
Great Powers of Europe—Germany on the North, Austria
on the East, Italy on the South, and France on the West—
and has no sea coast. This situation has very greatly
determined the course o£ her history which has a peculiarity
of its own. Her people are mostly agriculturists or
manufacturers. They speak many different languages,
chief of them being German, French and Italian.f With
regard to religion too the population is not homogeneous.
In 1920 about 57 per cent were protestants ; 41 per cent
Roman Catholics; and 5 per cent Jews. In twelve Cantons
the Protestants predominate while in ten the Catholics are
in a majority. It is these diversities in the population of
* The area of Switzerland is 15,976 square miles. The greatest length
from East to West is 226£ miles and the greatest breadth from North to
South is 137 Miles, (Brooks, Government and Politics of Switzerland, p. 1).
The population on December 1, 1920, was 3,880,320 souls which gives an
average of 243 per square mile, undoubtedly an amazing figure for a
mountainous country. iStateman's Year Book 1929, p. 1310).
t German predominates in 19 cantons and is spoken by 2,760,622, i.e.
71 per cent, of the total propulation, French is predominant in 5 cantons
and is spoken by 82^,320, i.e. 2L-2 per cent.; while Italian is prevalent in
one canton and is spoken by 238, 5U or 6-1 per cent., and other languages
by 66,831 or 1-7 per cent (Vide Stateman's Year Book, 1929, p, 1310),

